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LESSON NOTES 

How to Write in Japanese: 
Hiragana and Katakana #8 
The Hiragana R Column 
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VOCABULARY 


Kanji Kana 
= “Gil 
Job Goa) 
BIE< ABdE< 
55a DOS 
<70 <70 
D5) D5 
SAMPLE SENTENCES 


BWUBAENWCS, 
Aoi sora wa kirei desu. 


The blue sky is beautiful. 


ADESEDITES. 
Rosoku o tsukeyo. 


Let's light the candle(s). 
REND SOCREODISEFTS. 


Ekitai no kusuri o nomu no wa 
nigate desu. 


I hate drinking liquid medicines. 


Romaji 


sukkiri 


rosoku 


urusai 


kusuri 


English Class 
sora sky noun 
refreshed, 
clear 
candle noun 
noisy, 
annoying 
medicine noun 
karai spicy i-adjective 


BLOC WDY oÈ D Lio 
Neta node atama ga sukkiri shita. 


I felt refreshed because I had 
slept. 

BORED SAWCT. 

Tonari no heya ga urusai desu. 
The room next door is really noisy. 
WLEDPS< TOZOHS5WUELE. 

Isha kara kusuri 0 moraimashita. 


I got some medicine from my 
doctor. 


ond, DOUCET D 
Kore wa karai desu ka. 


Is this spicy? 


GRAMMAR 


The Focus of This Lesson is Mast ering the Hiragana R Column 





In this lesson, you'll learn five new hiragana characters. 


1. B (ra) 

2. D (ri) 

3. Bru) 

4. #1 (re) 

5. 4 (ro) 
5 (ra) 





Is it hard to tell between 5 and 45? Just remember that 5 has the top part crossing over. 


Hiragana 5 is written in 2 strokes. The first stroke is a short slanted line at the top. The 
second stroke is similar to writing the second stroke of the number 5. It starts here, goes 
down diagonally to the left, then turns and makes a big curve. Finish this stroke by flicking 
your pen. 


D (ri) 





L\ and D looks very similar, especially when written. One way to remember the difference 
is that the right stroke of 


D is longer. 


Hiragana © is written in 2 strokes.The first stroke is a vertical stroke going down and 
finishes up with a hane. Without putting away your pen, go to where the second stroke 
Starts, then draw a long stroke going down, curving to the left. Flick your pen at the end of 
this stroke. 

Hiragana © is also commonly depicted as one whole connected stroke in some fonts. 
However the correct way of writing it is in two strokes. 


@ (ru) 





Hiragana @ is written in 1 stroke. 
First, start with a short horizontal line, then turn and make a diagonal line to the left. 
Retrace a bit, make a big curve, and end with a small loop inside. The end of the stroke 


doesn't go past this line, unlike the loops for I& and &. 


A (re) 





Hiragana 71 is written in 2 strokes. 71 is written like 42 except for this part. So it starts with 
a vertical line that goes from top to bottom. 

Then the second stroke starts with a short horizontal line that passes the first stroke. It 
then goes diagonally to the left passing the first stroke again and retraces back, but this 
time it makes a squiggly line instead of making a big curve with a loop. Another difference 
is that you flick your pen at the end of the second stroke. 


Z (ro) 





Hiragana 4 is written in 1 stroke. Writing 4 is the same as writing @ but without the loop. 
Start by drawing a short horizontal line, followed by a diagonal line to the left. Retrace a bit, 
then finish it off by making the big curve at the end. 
Remember, this should all be written in one stroke. 


